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Abstract
Note for the whole thesis: you may use artificial intelligence tools to improve the form, the clarity and the correctness of the language, not to generate content, results or arguments that you would not be able to explain and defend.
Note for the whole thesis: delete all the grey guidance from the final version of your thesis.
The abstract must be one page long and briefly describe the problem, what was done and the main result. Write it last, when you know what you obtained. It is also the summary to be deposited at the Segreteria didattica, which forwards it to the members of the examination board.


Introduction
Every chapter opens with a paragraph announcing its content, outside any section. A possible example is the following:
This chapter introduces the context in which the work is placed, states the goal of the thesis and describes how the remaining chapters are organised.
Context
What this thesis is about and why the problem exists. Write it thinking of someone who knows computer engineering but is not an expert in the subject of your thesis.
Goal of the thesis
What you set out to do. And above all what your contribution is, that is, what existed before and what exists now thanks to your work. It is the first thing an examination board looks for and the one students most often leave out.
Structure of the thesis
The map: a paragraph saying what each chapter contains, so the reader knows where to go.


Background
(change the title as you prefer)
One or more chapters. The criterion for deciding what belongs in these chapters is this: imagine a colleague has to continue your work and must read your thesis to do so. What do they need to know and study in order to understand what you did and how to carry it on? That is what goes in these chapters.
This chapter recalls the notions needed to follow the rest of the work: technology X, protocol Y and the techniques with which the literature addresses problem Z.
Each chapter can be organised into several sections, each with several subsections and sub-subsections.
Title of the first section
Sections, too, open by announcing their own content, in a single sentence. A possible example is the following:
This section describes technology X, from its execution model to the limitations that follow from it.
This is also the chapter where almost all the sources appear. They are cited with a number in square brackets, at the end of the sentence before the full stop. A possible example is the following:
Container migration in fog computing has been studied by comparing the cold, pre-copy and post-copy techniques [1]. A systematic treatment of the algorithms involved can be found in [2], while the official runtime documentation describes the interface used here [3].
Title of the subsection
You go one level down when a section contains two or more topics that deserve a heading of their own. If there is only one, the subsection is not needed.
Title of the sub-subsection
Third and last level. Any deeper and the numbering becomes unreadable: if you need it, it is better to rethink how the chapter is organised.
Title of the second section
Title of the subsection
Title of the sub-subsection


The work carried out
(change the title to whatever best describes your own work)
One or more chapters, the core of the thesis. Explain your work in detail: the architecture of the system, software or algorithm you worked on, and the choices you made with their reasons.
This chapter presents the architecture of the system that was built, discusses its implementation choices and reports the experimental measurements that were collected.
Each chapter can be organised into several sections, each with several subsections and sub-subsections.
System architecture
Use many figures: think now about how you will give the presentation on the day of your graduation, and draw what you will explain out loud. For architecture and behaviour the most common UML diagrams are useful: activity, sequence and class diagrams.
Every figure must be referred to in the text: a figure that is never cited is decoration. The caption goes below the figure. A possible example is the following:
The overall architecture of the system is shown in Figure 1.
[image: ]
Figure 1: Caption of the figure.
Software development
Include only the listings that matter and explain the parts that count, the ones where an implementation choice is visible. Do not paste long portions of code: pick the ones that help the reader understand the work.
Listings, too, must be referred to in the text: a listing that is never cited is decoration. The caption goes below the listing. A possible example is the following:
The function that computes the sum is shown in Listing 1.
1	int somma(int a, int b) {
2	    return a + b;
3	}
Listing 1: Caption of the listing.
Measurements and results
Report every experimental measurement you managed to take and the observations that can be drawn from them about the efficiency and the performance.
When the results come from repeatable measurements, run an adequate number of repetitions and report the variability as well, for instance the standard deviation or the confidence intervals. A mean with no indication of its variability says nothing about how far the comparison can be trusted.
Tables, too, must be referred to in the text: a table that is never cited is decoration. The caption goes above the table. A possible example is the following:
The times measured in the two configurations are reported in Table 1.
Table 1: Caption of the table.
	Configuration
	Average time (ms)
	Standard deviation

	A
	12.4
	0.8

	B
	31.7
	2.1



A chart is a figure to all intents and purposes, so it too must be referred to in the text and has its caption below. A possible example is the following:
The behaviour of the response time as the load grows is shown in Figure 2, where the vertical bars are the 95% confidence intervals.
[image: ]
Figure 1: Mean response time as the load grows, with 95% confidence intervals.


Conclusions
The last chapter, too, opens by announcing its own content.
This chapter summarises the results obtained, discusses their limitations and indicates the directions in which the work can be continued.
The conclusions introduce no new results and no new technical information: they interpret and summarise what the previous chapters have already presented. Summarise your results briefly. State the limits of the work as well: a thesis that acknowledges them is more credible, not less. Close with possible future developments, that is, where that colleague would start from.
References
References are listed in the order in which they appear in the text and numbered: the number is the one you used to cite them in square brackets. The style is IEEE, the one of the examples that follow — an article, a book and a web page — and it applies to every reference, with no exceptions. The quickest way to collect the data is the «Cite» button on Google Scholar, which however only offers MLA, APA, Chicago, Harvard and Vancouver: take the data from there, the form is up to you, following the examples.
[1] A. Author, B. Coauthor, "Title of the article," Name of the journal or conference, vol. 12, no. 3, pp. 45-58, 2024.
[2] C. Author, Title of the book, 2nd ed. City: Publisher, 2023.
[3] D. Organisation, "Title of the page or of the documentation," https://example.org/page (accessed 4 October 2026).


Title of the appendix
Appendices take out of the body of the thesis what would weigh it down without adding anything to the argument: the procedure for installing an environment, the configuration of a board, the complete data tables of which the chapter showed only the summary, the code needed to reproduce the work but holding no interesting decision.
The criterion is the same as for a listing: if something is needed by whoever wants to redo what you did, but only makes the reader lose the thread, it belongs in an appendix.
Appendices are lettered and appear in the table of contents. Like figures, they must be referred to in the text: an appendix nobody cites is an appendix nobody reads. A possible example is the following:
The complete procedure for installing the development environment is given in Appendix A.
If you have nothing to put there, delete this part.
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